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~Development of a Biological and Computational Model for Prediction of Drug-
Induced Vascular Injury for Early Stage Compounds~

[Charlottesville, VA – January 11, 2016] HemoShear Therapeutics, LLC (HemoShear), a
privately held discovery-stage biotechnology company, today announced that it would be
initiating the next stage of a multi-year collaboration with Pfizer Inc. (NYSE: PFE). Under
the terms of the agreement, which combines the scientific and technical expertise of both
companies, HemoShear will leverage its proprietary discovery platform, REVEAL-Tx™,
with the aim of developing a predictive model for preclinical drug-induced vascular injury
(DIVI). Financial terms were not disclosed.

The initial stage of the collaboration between HemoShear and Pfizer was designed to
assess the repeatability of vascular toxicities of a specifically chosen set of drugs in
HemoShear’s REVEAL-Tx™ platform. In this next stage, the companies will use
HemoShear’s platform to assess a large number of compounds with the aim of building a
predictive computational model that would be used for evaluation of vascular safety of
Pfizer drug compounds before entering pre-clinical stages of development.

“Drug toxicity discovered in pre-clinical or clinical trials has serious implications for drug
development,” said Jim Powers, Chief Executive Officer at HemoShear. “Our collaboration
has the potential to create a new safety paradigm for the pharmaceutical industry that
improves confidence in selecting safer drug candidates for pre-clinical trials, and we look
forward to working with Pfizer to further develop this much needed, predictive model.”

DIVI poses a safety dilemma for the pharmaceutical industry because of limitations in
resolving the underlying drivers of vascular injury. In addition, there are no generally



accepted diagnostic or predictive biomarkers to understand when or why DIVI will occur,
nor are there models to select the safest compound prior to animal testing. If drug
toxicity occurs in an animal, significant program delays and additional costs are incurred
to investigate and explain the underlying biology and determine whether the compound
is safe to move forward to human testing, or to determine if another compound would be
safer. In some cases, decisions are made to stop a program altogether in the absence of
a clearunderstanding of the injury and whether an animal response translates to human
clinical outcomes.

In addition to leveraging REVEAL-Tx™ for safety and drug discovery collaborations with
pharmaceutical companies, HemoShear Therapeutics is pursuing its own drug discovery
programs in metabolic diseases with high unmet need.
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About HemoShear Therapeutics  HemoShear Therapeutics is a biotechnology
company focused on discovering drugs that treat metabolic disorders. Our
transformational tissue models allow us to understand human diseases at a level not
possible until now. Our current drug discovery programs are focused on organic
acidemias, a group of rare genetic metabolic disorders, and nonalcoholic steatohepatitis
(NASH).

At HemoShear Therapeutics, we believe that precision matters: best in class models of
human disease lead to meaningful drug targets and optimal therapies. We THINK HUMAN.

About REVEAL-Tx™  REVEAL-Tx™, HemoShear Therapeutics’ proprietary discovery
platform, is agnostic to therapeutic modality and provides a powerful lens to interrogate
biological mechanisms of human disease to identify novel targets and biomarkers and to
discover superior therapeutics.

Media Contact:  Lynn Blenkhorn Feinstein Kean Healthcare M 508 851 0930
Lynn.blenkhorn@fkhealth.com


