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In its second year, scholarship program awards 300 students with total of $750,000 to
ease future debt burden

 

"One of the primary missions of the AVMF for the past 50 years has been supporting the
educational needs of veterinary students,"

(BUSINESS WIRE)--As part of its ongoing commitment to invest in the future of the
veterinary profession, Pfizer Animal Health today announced the recipients of its second
annual student scholarship program. Pfizer awarded $2,500 each to 300 second- and
third-year veterinary students at accredited universities throughout the United States and
the Caribbean, for a total of $750,000.

A total of 1,562 students applied for the scholarship. Students were chosen based on
several criteria, including academic excellence, professional interests (small animal,
large, mixed, research, academia, etc.), diversity, leadership and potential for
contribution to the veterinary profession. Of the total group of 2011 scholars, 32 percent
are students from diverse backgrounds, 50 percent are studying to practice food and
mixed animal veterinary medicine, 35 percent will go into small animal practice and the
remainder will go into other areas, such as academia, research and public practice. For a
list of scholarship recipients, please visit: vets.pfizerah.com.



The program is part of a three-year, $2 million initiative that Pfizer Animal Health created
in partnership with the American Veterinary Medical Foundation (AVMF), which
administers the funds. Its goal is to support students from a myriad of socio-economic
backgrounds studying across a diverse array of species and veterinary disciplines.

“We’re working to support students’ dreams to become veterinarians in several ways,
from education and hands-on training to research and the Pfizer Animal Health
scholarship program, which allows us to help lessen the financial debt that our students
face today,” said Michael McFarland, DVM, Dipl. ABVP, Group Director Veterinary Medical
Services at Pfizer Animal Health. “We are honored to help pave the way for professional
success for these students.”

More than 2,500 students will graduate from veterinary schools this year, with an
average loan debt of nearly $140,000, according to the American Veterinary Medical
Association. In response to the rising debt load and to help ensure there are enough
qualified veterinarians in the years ahead, Pfizer Animal Health and the AVMF have grown
the scholarship program by 26 percent in terms of funding since its inaugural year in
2010.

The scholarship program is a component of Pfizer Animal Health’s Commitment to
Veterinarians initiative—which offers support through training and education, research
and development, investing in the future of veterinarians, and philanthropy.

“One of the primary missions of the AVMF for the past 50 years has been supporting the
educational needs of veterinary students,” said Michael W. Cathey, Executive Director,
AVMF. “We are pleased to partner with Pfizer Animal Health on the single largest annual
source of veterinary student scholarships.”

Pfizer Inc.: Working together for a healthier world™

At Pfizer, we apply science and our global resources to improve health and well-being at
every stage of life. We strive to set the standard for quality, safety and value in the
discovery, development and manufacturing of medicines for people and animals. Our
diversified global health care portfolio includes human and animal biologic and small
molecule medicines and vaccines, as well as nutritional products and many of the world's
best-known consumer products. Every day, Pfizer colleagues work across developed and
emerging markets to advance wellness, prevention, treatments and cures that challenge
the most feared diseases of our time. Consistent with our responsibility as the world's
leading biopharmaceutical company, we also collaborate with health care providers,
governments and local communities to support and expand access to reliable, affordable



health care around the world. For more than 150 years, Pfizer has worked to make a
difference for all who rely on us. To learn more about our commitments to animal health,
please visit us at www.pfizerAH.com.

About AVMF

The American Veterinary Medical Foundation is the charitable arm of the AVMA. For over
40 years, AVMF has been dedicated to protecting and advancing the well being and
medical care of animals. Charitable contributions and support to the Foundation help
veterinarians help animals. Funding priorities include: Humane Outreach and Animal
Welfare, Education and Public Awareness, Student Enhancement, Research Support, and
AVMA and its Initiatives. In the last decade, AVMF has awarded grants totaling over
$8,000,000. For more information, visit www.avmf.org.
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